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Effects of Poorly Shaped Bales

ÉDifficult or impossible to stack bales properly

É Increased handling time per bale

É Loss/Decrease of available storage space

É Safety Concerns associated with bales 

potentially falling

É Increased storage costs









Factors that can influence bale shape 

ÉNon-uniform feed to Battery Condenser

ÉNon-uniform feed to Press Box by Lint Feeder

ÉMoisture content of the lint cotton

É Press Dog maintenance

ÉCompression Chamber shape/maintenance

É Floor Sleeve vs. no Floor Sleeve

É Extrude Pressure (Door-Less Presses)

É Follow Block Clearance, Platens and Guides



Non-Uniform Feed

ÉUneven spread of lint in lint flue riser and across 
Battery Condenser Drum can result in a òbig 
endedó bale at the press.

ÉUneven distribution of lint in the charging box by 
the lint feed device can result in a òrolling,ó or 
heavy sided bale.

É Follow block guides help mitigate impact of 
òrollingó bale although accelerated guide wear 
may result.

ÉUneven feed creates excessive side loading on 
press boxes, floor sleeves and hydraulic cylinder 
bearings resulting in premature failure and/or bed 
sill shift.



Big Ended Bale                                Rolling Bale

Source: USDA-ARS Agricultural Handbook 503, òCotton Ginnerõs Handbook,ó U.S Government Printing Office, 1977, pg. 45 



Lint Moisture Content ðToo Low

É Increases wear on press hydraulics, boxes and 

floor sleeves due to higher pressures.  

ÉCauses lint to roll out from under Tramper and 

causes Press Dogs to malfunction.



Lint Moisture Content ðToo High

É Increases wear on press hydraulics and press 

boxes due to òStiction.ó


